
Magic in the Mist  

in Wakkerstroom 

 
On a chilly and misty Saturday afternoon, 10th September, Wakkerstroom marvelled at the mirth, 

mystery and magic presented at Papillon venue by visiting magicians. 

 

The South African Magic Council (SAMCO) and various performers, local and international, 

wowed patrons who attended the Magic Show….what a delight to have had them host their 

convention in Wakkerstroom, successfully organised by Gary Weedon, SAMCO president, and 

his committee. 

 

SAMCO kicked off with a performance held at the Wakkerstroom Preparatory School in 

eSizameleni on Friday afternoon. Over 400 children were astounded by the performances. This 

show was kindly sponsored by an anonymous Friend of Wakkerstroom and Twice is Nice, the 

charity shop that recycles clothing and uses its profits for a variety of charitable purposes. 

 

 

Following the show, their convention commenced at Papillon. SAMCO is the organising body of 

the South African Magic Clubs and ensures that the magic community of South Africa has an 

annual convention. Friendships were renewed, ideas shared and much creativity sparked. 

 

Most of the magicians give of their time to various charities in and around Johannesburg, 

through organisations such as Reach for a Dream.  Magicians entertain children that are gravely 

ill and in so doing, they bring smiles and inspire hope. 

 

This year SAMCO’s local talent and three world renowned artists from as far as Sweden, the UK 

and the USA participated in the show. The program comprised the host of the show, Mauro, the 

man whose hands do feats. Bennie Matthee, from sunny Durban, performed his Phantom style 

Magic Show (in one of his acts he swallowed razor blades, only to retrieve them on a piece 

nylon, neatly in a row!) Jahn Gallo from Sweden, has performed all over the world, his audience 

including Buzz Aldrin upon his return from the moon. Jahn is a true entertainer who impressed the 

audience with his stainless steel rings act amongst others. 

Barry Mitchell from the USA had kids and adults participating on stage, in fits of laughter with his 

magical rope tricks, while Gareth Lush, South Africa’s top ventriloquist has performed together 

with Gary Weedon for our beloved Nelson Mandela. Gareth manipulated three puppets, and 

thus had three conversations on, in three different voices.  

The talented Ricki Gray, who has starred in many ice shows and variety shows throughout the 

world, including our own Sun City, shared a delightful story about a zebra egg and pulled a 

bottle of wine from some beautiful silk scarves. 



We understood that the performers hadn’t had time to rehearse the show, but the stage,  

lighting and sound by JK productions (Jeremy Kusner’s Event Company – Kusner is also a 

magician) were top class and the magicians were world class! 

 
 

Jahn Gallo with his six steel rings 

 

 

 
 

Barry Mitchell and amazed participants  

 


