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Dear Friends of WAG 

 

Hello again from a very cold Wakkerstroom.  

 

SUCCESS WITH SPAZ …… AT LAST!!! 

Poor old Spaz, we were really beginning to think that he 

would be in the kennels forever.  
Spaz, as we affectionately called him, had been with us in the 
kennels, on and off,  for about 6 months. 
Spaz first came to our attention as a pup late last year.  His owner told us he 

was sick.  The poor little guy had a bad 
case of parvo and needed some time at 
the vet on a drip.  Only a few short 
weeks later on our rounds, we realised 
that he had a broken leg.  It was a bad 
break which needed surgery.  So, more 
time (and cost) at the vet, and back to the kennels to recuperate as he had to be 
quite immobile for a few weeks. Just to add to his woes, during recuperation from 
surgery, Spaz developed a bad bout of biliary as well!! 
During this time we battled to contact his owner, and it became apparent that his 
owner simply no longer wanted him. (He also had contributed nothing towards all 
the veterinary costs.)  Mid April we finally placed him with a local guy who had 
seen him in the kennels and kept asking for him.  We went to check out the new 
home, on a farm just outside of town, and all seemed in order, so we decided to 
let him go to this new owner.  The first time we visited, Spaz was so happy!  
Running around free and bounding about happily.  He had food, fresh water and 
shelter (a kennel which we had provided).  Sadly the next few visits told a very 
different story.  We found him chained up and losing weight, without water!  Not 
the happy chappy we knew!!!  It also seemed that despite his many assurances to 
the contrary, the new owner was indeed using him as a hunting dog.  We just had 
no choice but to collect him again and put him back in the kennels.  
  

Following our appeal in May, Spaz found a wonderful owner!!  The two are totally devoted to each other!! What a 
happy, happy boy he is (and his owner is just as thrilled).  He runs around the property in great spirits!  But most often 
he can be seen happily ensconced on the back seat of his new owner’s car, head out the window, surveying the world 
while he rides around with his owner.  What a happy ending! 
                                       Just goes to show, there really is some-one for every one out there!  

 

 

Our sincere thanks for the wonderful response to our appeal 

for kennels and/or funding for kennels.  So many doggies have 

absolutely no shelter at all, so with this very cold weather it is heart 

warming to know that so many more dogs now have kennels.  Our first 

priority is always pregnant moms and we like to ensure that they have a 

kennel before their pups are born. We estimate that there are over 80 

WAG kennels distributed throughout our area.  We have now marking 

our kennels with a red “WAG” stencil so that they are easily 

identifiable. 
 

 

 



Speckles also found a loving home after being with us about 4 

months.  Some-one poured some sort of sticky black liquid all 

over her (which all grew out).She was taken to the vet to be 

put down, but by good fortune landed up with us.  She is now 

called Prieska and her new owner looks after her so very well!!! 

  
 

 

This little girl was also lucky enough to find a good home.  She was a stray 

found in the main road outside the garage in mid-April.  We subsequently 

placed her in Esizameleni.  She is now called Mellow.  At first we were 

concerned because we could never find her.  But it turns out that she follows 

her owner around EVERYWHERE!  Mellow is such a happy little girl.  She lives 

close to Prieska – they got to know one another in the kennels – so the two of 

them often visit one another! 
 

 

STERILISATION PROGRAMME 

To date we have sterilized in excess of 150 dogs!!  That’s not bad going!!  Sterilisations are 

always dependant on funds as WAG pays in excess of 90% of the costs.  We do try to 

recover something towards the costs, but we are not particularly successful!  It is much 

more important to actually get the dogs sterilised.  Sterilisations are always at least a 2 day 

affair.  Firstly we have to find the owners to organise a date, and then get the owners to 

sign the paperwork!!  Next we have to collect the dog - so often we arrive and the owners 

have forgotten and the dog is nowhere to be found!  So rounding up the dogs and getting 

them into cages and into the vehicle takes quite some doing.  Dogs are then taken through to 

the Vet one day, sterilised the following morning and collected the same afternoon (still 

woozy from the anaesthetic).  We immediately return the dogs to their owners.  About ten 

days later we then go round and remove all of the stitches.   We try to sterilise at least 6 

dogs a month, but often only manage 3 a month.  It is a very good sign however that so many 

owners are now approaching us and asking to have their dogs sterilised. 
 

 

 

FUNDING AND DONATIONS  - OUR SINCERE THANKS 
We once again wish to thank all of you for your loyal support.  

Recently we held a Jumble Sale on Pension Day which proved to be very successful.  We certainly will be doing 

this again.  So please let us have any Jumble which you think may be suitable for sale to our local residents.  We 

sell the items at a low cost, so that way our local residents can purchase some much needed good quality items 

at a low cost, and WAG gets the funds.  A win win situation!! 

Our previous Newsletter elicited one very generous donation which we utilised to purchase kennels – THANK 

YOU SO MUCH 

We are also so thankful for each bag of food which we get, each donation of blankets, each collar, dog bowl, 

etc. and every single cent which we receive.  Our regular income sources continue to raise funds and we have 

one fabulous new source of income which we will tell you more about in our next Newsletter. 

WE SIMPLY CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

We are so very grateful.  Now when an animal is sick or injured, we can take it to the Vet immediately, knowing 

that we have funds in the bank to cover our expenses. 

                                                Thank you and please don’t stop giving! 



 Our community – In our last Newsletter, we thanked our Eyes 
and Ears out there.  What is most gratifying however is the 
number of calls which we now receive from our locals residents 
requesting our help.  Our education process is working!  Our 
local residents really appreciate what we are doing for them.  
Our rounds are now so much quicker, and we seem to 
encounter fewer problems.  Locals flag us down, phone us, or 
come to our homes and ask us to please come and check their 
animals!!  In the past, many of these poor dogs would have just 
been left to suffer or simply die.   
Our kennels are so useful in many instances as well.  
 We are able to care for sick dogs and return them to their 

owners when they have recuperated.  This is “Peggy” or “peg leg”.  Her owner called us about 3 weeks ago as she 
had a broken leg.  She is currently in our kennels recuperating from a bad fracture in her front paw. She will stay with 
us a total of 4-6 weeks before we return her to her owner. is    

 

We are always in need of: 

 Dog food and Cat food    

 Puppy chunks 

 Dog bowls 

 Ice cream containers 2 lt and 5 lt 

 Collars 

 Kennels 

 Medicines 

 Tick and Flea Treatment 

 … and ofcourse CASH 

For Donations the banking details are:  

Postbank 

Mzansi (Savings)Account Number: 0009 7533 797 

Branch Code : 460005 

 

Contact Bronwen  084 299 5382  or Janet 083 462 2729. 
 

Thanking you on behalf of the Wagging Tails in Esizameleni and Wakkerstroom, 

 

WAG 


