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Dear Friends of WAG 

 

Hello again   

 

It has been a time of many emergencies…… 

PHUMAKA 

Many months ago, one Sunday evening my doorbell rang.  A group of young 
men were outside – “please come and help with my dog. He has been hit by a 
car ”.  You just know, straight away, this is a problem.  

In the back of the bakkie lay Phumaka, a beautiful brown hunting dog 
type.  Big scared brown eyes - his leg was obviously broken.  I immediately 
called Dr Gin.  “Have a good look”  she said “and we can take it from there”.  
Well, once I shone a torch on the wounds, I realised just how serious this was.  
What a terrible break!  I phoned Dr Gin back and she organised to meet the 
owner at the rooms immediately.  She operated alone that night to do what 
she could for this beautiful boy.  But he really needed an orthopaedic surgeon.   

For days it was touch and go.  Should we amputate? Should we put him 
down? Should we wait?  Each day we said: “Let’s just see what today brings’.   

This incredibly brave boy just kept fighting.  Never a peep out of him when we worked on him.  The owner 
came to my house a few days after the accident for an update.  He simply burst into tears when we told him that 
the dog was still alive!  He continued to keep in touch with us throughout the process and visited Phumaka in 
Volksrust at the Vet as well.  

 
Slowly but surely the gaping wound healed.  Dr Gin and 

her friends fashioned some sort of brace to help him to walk or 
put weight on the leg. He starting standing up and getting 
around on his own. Eventually we brought him back to our 
WAG kennels.   

He has made a very good recovery, but will never be able 
to run like the wind again.  He seldom puts weight on the 
injured leg, but gets around on 3 legs remarkably well.  When it 
is feeding time, and he is let out of the kennel, we simply 
cannot believe how he zips around on 3 legs!  

He is currently still here with us at the kennels.  His owner has been away in Durban, and we do not want 
Phumaka to go home without some-one looking out for him at all times.   

What a heart this dog has! 
 
 

When Bronwen first started the work we do for the local dogs four and a half years ago, she was dependent 
on the SPCA in Newcastle to take dogs for sterilisation in Newcastle.  Her dog-loving sister in Australia, sent 
her a big donation in Aussie dollars.  This allowed Bronwen to carry on the work independent of the SPCA, 
and put us in a position to handle sterilisations locally in Volksrust.  We still work very closely with the SPCA 
but now only really contact them for serious problem cases which we cannot solve. 
 

Barbara's dog-loving friends have also donated at least 200 dog collars to our cause in the last couple of 
years. So  -  a big thank you to Barbara for her long-distance support. 

 

For Donations the banking details are:  

Postbank 

Mzansi (Savings)Account Number: 

0009 7533 797 

Branch Code : 460005 

 



 
 

BURN BABY 
Baby (actually rather a misnomer because he is a BIG boy) has 

always been one of our very favourites.  When we first met him as a pup, 
he was very unhappy, tied up behind his owners house.  We explained to 
the owner that he needed company and he needed more space, shelter 
food, water etc.  The owner quickly changed everything and Baby grew up 
to be a magnificent boy with a lovely temperament.  He was the dog that we 
would hold up as an example.  We would say to other owners, “go and look 
at that dog.  That is how your dog should look.”  His owner was also 
responsible enough to ask us to have him in the kennels one weekend 
when they were having a party at home, as he wanted the dog to be safe. 

 
Imagine our horror when we found our Baby gravely wounded.  

He had been caught in a veld fire.  He and his owner were helping a farmer 
to try and save some livestock.   Baby got trapped.  He had severe burns.  
Bronwen rushed him off to Gin when we realised this.  (We only found out 
a day or two after it had happened.)  This poor boy was in state.  All of his 
fur was singed.  He had severe burns in his groin, on his tummy and back 
legs.  His ears were singed.  His eyelids were burnt.  He was in a terrible 
mess. 

 
 

 
After treatment, we brought him back to the kennels to try and keep the 
wounds clean and dressed.  Baby was in such pain, that after the first 
day, he would not allow us to go anywhere near him again.  We had no 
choice but to take him back to Dr Gin to nurse him back to health.  It 
was a very a long painful process, but slowly the skin turned pink and 
the hair grew back shiny again 

   
He is currently as good as new!! 
These days when we check on him he can often be 

found sleeping on his owner’s couch! 
 

 

FUNDING AND DONATIONS  - OUR SINCERE 

THANKS 
We once again wish to thank all of you for your loyal support. Donations received keep us going from day 

to day. We continue to hold a Jumble Sale on every other Pension Day. Please let us have any Jumble 

which you think may be suitable for sale to our local residents.  Kitchen items, linen and children’s 

clothes are the best sellers.  

We are also so thankful for each bag of food which we get, each donation of blankets, each collar, dog 

bowl, etc. and every single cent which we receive.   

WE SIMPLY CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

We are so very grateful.  When an animal is sick or injured, we can take it to the Vet immediately, 

knowing that we have funds in the bank to cover our expenses. 

                                                Thank you and please don’t stop giving! 



In our previous edition we spoke about 

sources of Funding.  We are so grateful to the Dirt 

Maniacs Team for the ongoing contributions which we 

have been receiving for most of this year.  

About a year ago young Tayla kicked things 

off.  She realised  that she had a captive market with 

the groups of Bikers coming down, and she wanted to 

do something for WAG.  So she began baking cupcakes 

and selling them to the Bikers, donating the funds to 

WAG.  This initiative has now porgressed to a regular 

practice.  Each time any local Bikers get together for a ride with Pieter Bruwer, all riders contribute 

and this donation comes straight to WAG.  When  there 

are visiting groups of Bikers, donations are also procured 

and WAG again benefits from these funds.   

Thank you so very much.   

We are so very grateful 

 

 
 

WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT………..? 
 A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU – We recently realised that we 
have failed to truly acknowledge one particular of group of 
people.  All of the staff at the Volksrust Animal Hospital.  
We really could not ask for more than this group of 
dedicated individuals gives to us.  To each and every one of 
you at the rooms – THANK YOU.  We are truly blessed to 
have you help us and all our WAG furry friends. 

 

We are always in need of: 

 Dog food and Cat food    Puppy chunks 

 Dog bowls  Ice cream containers 2 lt and 5 lt     

 Collars 

 Kennels 

 Medicines 

 Tick and Flea Treatment 

 … and ofcourse CASH 

Contact Bronwen  084 299 5382  or Janet 083 462 2729. 
 

Thanking you on behalf of the Wagging Tails in Esizameleni and Wakkerstroom, 

WAG 


