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Dear Friends of WAG 
 

It has been a LONG LONG time since we last sent out a Newsletter.  We have been 

communicating via social media, using our facebook page, but we have come to realise 

that Newsletters are still our most valuable communication tool. 

 

This Newsletter is rather lengthy, but we do hope that you take the time to catch up 

with WAG 
 

 
 

WE ARE OFFICIAL!!!  Wakkerstroom Animal Group is now officially an NPO. We 
applied for registration in the first half of 2016.  The NPO was duly registered, but it 
took several months before we finally received our official NPO Certificate.   
 

Our NPO number is    176-273 NPO  
 

Our new official WAG banking account has now 
also been opened. Please be sure to amend our 

details on your records.  New banking details 
are: 

 Wakkerstroom Animal Group 
FNB, code 250655, current account,     

Account number 6266 9109 128 
 

The old Postbank Account will operate for a few 
more months but will then eventually be closed. 
 
Should you in future need a tax receipt for your donation please contact Janet! 



FUNDS 
Once again, our funds are depleted.  The funds generated from the AFS Brokers Golf 
Day in 2015, and the Dirt Maniacs Biking weekend amount donated in May 2016, were 
depleted by October 2016 due to the Distemper epidemic….. see below 
 

We are extremely grateful for all donations received.  However we feel 
that we need to clarify a few matters concerning our finances. 
 
Dirt Maniacs once again held a hugely successful Biking Weekend in May 2016 to 
raise funds for WAG.    Dirt Maniacs bikers pledged an amount of R90 000 from this 
event -  represented by dog food donations R22 000, with the balance of R68 000 in 
PLEDGES.  Sadly not all of these pledges were honoured.  Only about 70% of the 
cash amount publicized by the organisers eventually materialised. But we still got a 
very generous cash amount of R48 500 in total.  Our very sincere thanks.  We most 
certainly would not have survived the next few months without these funds and we 
are eternally grateful. 
 
This published amount of R90 000 regrettably created a lot of misconceptions.  The 
public, especially our local supporters, thought that WAG had received a cash 
injection of R90 000.  Many folk did not realise that it was pledges only, and that the 
value of the donated dog food was included. (the donated dog food saw us through 
for about 7 months!)  As a result, the perception was created that WAG did not need 
any further funding. And many of our regular donors stopped contributing.   Oh 
dear!!! 

 

DISTEMPER EPIDEMIC 
The 2016 winter months in Wakkerstroom  saw the worst Distemper epidemic yet in our area.  
Tragically we lost MANY dogs.  Dogs that we had known, loved, and taken care of, for years, 
succumbed to this disease.  Sadly even some of our own volunteer’s dogs died of Distemper.   
 
This outbreak all but bankrupted us!  At one stage our Vet bill was over R 22 000 in just a few weeks!   
 
What a devastating time.   MANY of our beloved dogs were euthanized. Those with a chance of 
survival were treated.  Our success rate was not good, but we did pull a few dogs through.  We learnt 
one very important lesson, and changed our focus…. 

 

INNOCULATION DRIVE  
Following the devastating losses we suffered throughout the winter, we realised that 

we had to become pro-active.  We had to try and prevent similar outbreaks in the 

future.   

 

We have now hosted 

TWO very successful 

inoculation drives.  About 

300 dogs have been 

immunised against parvo 

and distemper. 

 

 



Parvo, and parvo pups especially, cost WAG huge amounts in vet bills when we go all 

out to try and save dogs suffering from this disease. 

 

We had to pay 

for vaccines – 

they were NOT 

donated.  

Syringes and 

needles were 

sourced. The 

vaccine supplier 

kindly donated 

Record Cards for 

each dog 

inoculated.  For 

the second round, 

a Johannesburg 

based supplier 

generously 

donated 300 tick 

and flea  

treatments.  

Many volunteers just arrived to assist on the allotted days, and busily filled in forms, 

updated our records, drew up the vaccines into the syringes and happily chatted to 

dog owners.  

 

We do believe that owners must take 

responsibility for their pets.  Therefore we asked 

for just a R10 donation for each dog.  Our costs 

were closer to R50 per dog! 

 

Our next Inoculation Drive will be 

held in February 

 
STERILISATIONS 

Due to lack of funds we made the decision to suspend our sterilisation programme 

until more funding becomes available. 

 

Our costs 

You might wonder…….How do we spend your donations? 

Many charities have such high overheads that very little of the funds raised eventually benefit the 
actual cause.  In our case, your funds donated are almost  ALL used to fund our cause, and almost 
everything goes directly to the animals.   



As volunteers we all cover our own costs.  We do not receive any kind of compensation 
other than the sheer joy and unconditional love of the dogs we take care of on a day to day 
basis.     

Bronwen puts fuel in her vehicle, as she is out and about on a daily basis, and takes sick and 
injured dogs to the Vet in Volksrust. (often more than once a day!!) 

Our admin costs are negligible.  Most things are funded out of our own pockets. 

Our labour costs are very low – we fund one part time helper who works 5 mornings a week, 
and one part time helper to clean the kennels as needed.  We also fund a garderner on an 
ad hoc basis to keep the area around the kennels neat and tidy. (2015 cost R 8 000) 

We purchase  collars, wire, clips and chain for running wires where dogs have to be 
restrained.  (Approx R 1 800 in 2015) 

When we have surplus funds we 
sometimes purchase kennels, which 
remain WAG property but are used by 
the owners as long as they need a 
kennel.   

We also purchase food, which we dish 
out on our daily rounds,  and medical 
supplies such as antiseptic sprays, de 
worming tablets etc. 

But by far our biggest expense is Vet Bills.  Our vet bills for 2015 totalled R77 000, and 
between January and May last year we had already spent R35 000 at the Vet.  And a 
whopping total of  R72 000 by the end of September 2016. 

Every cent received, and spent, is PROPERLY and ACCURATELY acounted for.  The Vet bills 
are funded largely from our banking account, and other amounts are paid from our “petty 
cash” which is mostly contributions from owners. 

Should you be interested in seeing a copy of our 2015/2016 Income and 

Expenditure, please feel free to contact Janet.  Our financial year end is 

March, therefore 2016/2017figures will not yet be available. 

 

 



Who do we help??  

Our assistance is given to animal lovers on an economics basis.  Most township 

residents receive ONLY a government pension.  AND they then have to support MANY 

dependants on this small monthly income.    

Sometimes we are approached by local 

residents wanting to do procedures 

under the WAG name, just so that they 

can get the benefit of the reduced 

veterinary rates offered to Charities.  

This is CLEARLY not our purpose.  We 

need to assist the less fortunate pet 

owners who have no way of getting their 

pets to the Vet, that cannot afford 

veterinary care, and that are ignorant of 

proper pet care.  Our constant education 

of pet owners really is working.  We are 

pleasantly surprised at how many pet 

owners now contact us when their dogs 

are sick! 

 

We do try to insist that everybody contributes something towards their animal’s care.  

We aim to recover a minumum of 20% and try for 50%.....We always ask for some 

contribution. No matter how little.  Sometimes owners will give just R10 or R20 per 

month.  Very often they cannot give anything at all, but they have to accept 

responisbility for their pets.  In 2015 around 10% of our total income was from owner’s 

contributions for their pet care. 

We do our best to help all citizens in our area, and we will not ignore animals in dire 

circumstances.  Recently we assisted in kennelling and re-homing the dogs of two local 

residents that passed away.   

It is very distressing that some local residents perceive us as RACIST because we will 

not offer them discounted vet services.  They patently do not understand the charity 

concept and the arrangments which we as a charity have with our local veterinary 

hospital.  We could not operate so succesfully without the full support of our local 

Animal Hospital.  At no time do we want to seen abusing the concessions which they 

give us. 

 

 

 

 



FUNDING AND DONATIONS  - THANK YOU 
 

Our “Pension Day” jumble sales continue to generate a regular flow 

of income.    We appeal again for any old clothes, linen, kitchen ware 

etc. for this worthy cause. 
 

Our WAG collection tins also provide a steady source of cash.  We 

thank you for placing you small change in our tins!  No matter how 

little it quickly adds up. 

 

Jumble and Tins brought in R7 000 in 2015!! 
 

Book sales – we are so grateful for the funds received from 

“BookLove” who sell 2nd hand books each weekend.   
 

Our sincere thanks to all of you for your loyal support and regular 

contributions.  Your donations keep us going from day to day. 
  

WE SIMPLY CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT. 

                                                

 Thank you and please don’t stop giving! 
 

 

 

We are always in need of: 

 Puppy chunks 

 Dog food and Cat food     

 Dog bowls 

 Ice Cream containers     

 Collars 

 Kennels 

 Medicines 

 Tick and Flea Treatment 

 … and ofcourse CASH 

 

THE WAG TEAM 

Janet 083 462 2729  mwjrowse@mweb.co.za       Bronwen 084 299 5382  kcbron@jenny.co.za  

Carol 083 701 4670 cranmore.lodge@gmail.com   Rene 084 406 5468 renelab@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanking you on behalf of the Wagging Tails in Esizameleni and Wakkerstroom, 

WAG 

mailto:mwjrowse@mweb.co.za
mailto:kcbron@jenny.co.za
mailto:cranmore.lodge@gmail.com
mailto:renelab@yahoo.com

