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Newsletter 16       5 September 2017  
  

Dear Friends of WAG  
  

Time for more news…. 

 
THE DRAIN PUPPY SAGA   
 

In early August a local resident alerted us to 
puppies in the water pipe outside the 
Cheeseshop in the main road.  At first we 
were horrified and thought these pups had 
been dumped there.  Upon investigation, 
we found that a mom had made this her 
den, with no less than 7 pups.  She was 
totally snug deep inside the pipe that runs 
under the road between the Cheeseshop 
and the Library.    

By the time we became aware of them, the pups were about 
6-7 weeks old.   In the first few days we managed to rescue 5 
pups – 3 of which immediately found homes.  Two are 
currently still looking for homes.   They are such happy little 
things!! Who wouldn’t be  - after being raised in a drain 
pipe??   
These two little females are with foster mom Janet.   Please 
contact Janet if you would like to offer one of these two 
lovely little girls a home.  

 

        



What absolutely beautiful little pups, and what a 
supermom. The pups are happy, confident and FAT!  
But try as we may, we have not yet been able to 
extricate the remaining 2 pups.   Numerous attempts 
have been made, at all different times of the day and 
night, trying everything we can think of, but each 
time we are outsmarted!!  Late afternoon and early 
morning stakeouts yield a quick glimpse as the pups 
eat the food which has been left, but elusive they 
remain.    
Many local residents have been on hand 

to assist and advise, but nothing 
has worked.  The local municipality 
guys  assisted by “pushing” in 
pipes from the opposite end – this 
yielded two pups.  The intrepid 
Carol crawled as far into the pipe 
as she could, but the mom and 
pups evaded her. She did rescue one pup!!  Nathi our full time helper also 
crawled as far up the pipe as he could – no luck. Bronwen, flat on the 

ground, kept her ear close to a hole in the pipe to try and assess 
what was happening.  Carla, a local resident pictured above with 
two pups, has constantly hatched plans to try and lure them out, 
but no go!!  Bronwen, Rene, Carla and Wendy (another local 
resident) tried placing a cage with yummy boerewors in it on one 
end of the pipe, and lighting a small fire at the opposite end.  
Nothing doing!!!  We will not give up!!!  They have to come out at 
some point!!  In the interim Bronwen, and others, keep leaving 
food and water for them.  

 

PICKING UP LOST DOGS   -  Every now and then some-one arrives at one of our homes with a 

“lost” dog which they have picked up.  We appeal to you all – do NOT pick up dogs which you 

think may be lost.  They seldom are lost!!!  Our latest case involved a dog picked up 

somewhere outside of town and dropped off one Sunday morning by a well-meaning couple 

who picked her up on their way to Church.  Linda, a local resident, immediately offered her a 

home. When she was bathed, to her horror Linda discovered that she was a lactating mom!!  

Despite our best efforts we had no way of finding her home, and we worried about her pups for 

days afterwards.  Many dogs roam far from home, but they all know where home is!!!   Please 

do not pick up “lost” dogs!!! 

 

WALK FOR WAG  - Our next walk will be on Saturday 23 September at 9am.  Departing from 

opposite the Hotel.  Please be sure to register and pay your entrance fee.  Adult owners 

R20 each, children R10 each.  Dogs for free!!  This is a very busy Wakkerstroom weekend 

with LOTS of events planned, so we anticipate good support.  We hope to see you there! 

Wag Bandanas – will be on Sale at the Walk – 

Selling at R40 (small), R50 (medium) and R60 (large). 

 



INOCULATION DRIVES   

Our inoculation drives continue 
to be very successful.  This past 
winter we had only two cases of 
Distemper.  One dog survived as 
it had received one inoculation, 
but sadly one puppy died!!  After 
the 2016 disaster, what a relief.  
Our 5th Inoculation Drive was 
held on Saturday 2 September.   

It has been so wonderful to see 
how many dogs have had all 3 inoculations, and now only need an annual 
booster.    Owners arrive so proudly with their dogs and their Inoculation 
booklets.  This initiative most certainly has been a huge success.  
Sadly we have still lost a lot of puppies to Parvo.  The pups are too young to 
inoculate and are often brought to our attention when the disease has 
progressed too far already.  Nevertheless we spare no expense in trying to save 
these little ones.  We are also currently investigating other vaccines for pregnant 
moms and pups.   

 

Worms – We have also lost a lot of pups as a result of worm infestations which manifest 

in a number of different, and often fatal,  ways.   Pregnant moms are not de-wormed and 

often the puppies nest is infested with worms causing the pups to become infested.  On 

our rounds we regularly de-worm dogs.  We have now actively started de-worming 

pregnant moms.  We have also become aware that we need to perhaps use a different 

product, as the one we have been using does not cover some of the more serious strains.  

Sadly, de-worming medication is very costly!!  We would love to include this in our regular 

Inoculation drives but the cost is prohibitive.  We rely on the odd donation of 

medication, but otherwise have to purchase what we need out of our funds. 

KENNELS We are always in need of kennels.  So many of “our” beloved dogs have no shelter 

whatsoever.  WAG constantly moves kennels around, trying to ensure that the most needy dogs have some 

shelter, and that pregnant moms have a kennel.  But there simply are not enough to go around.  Please let us 

know if you perhaps have a kennel which you no longer use!! 

OFFICIAL STUFF…. 

Our NPO number is    176-273 NPO, AND   Our new official WAG 
banking account has been open for some time now. Please be sure to 
amend our details on your records.   
 

Our banking details are:  

 

 Wakkerstroom Animal Group,  FNB, code 250655, current account,     
Account number 6266 9109 128  
  

The old Postbank Account still operates but will shortly be closed.  

 



 
 

FUNDING AND DONATIONS  -  APPEAL 

Our funds are running very low and we appeal for your support.  Our main expense is 

the Vet Bill.  It is good to know that we can treat animals without having to worry 

about how we will pay the Vet!  We always try and recover something from the owners 

as we feel all pet owners must be responsible, but this amount is often nothing or a 

negligible amount of the total bill.  With your generous donations we are able to 

continue our work.  

 

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR THE MANY DONATIONS WHICH 

WE RECEIVE- THANK YOU! 

People from all over contribute all sorts of things to our 

cause.  One supporter in Johannesburg regularly sends many 

collars for our dogs, others send blankets, yet another 

supporter rounds up kennels for us.  Local supporters drop 

off food, blankets and other items on an ad hoc basis.  One of 

our residents recently asked his friends to please make 

donations to WAG when he celebrated a milestone birthday.  

The list goes on and on.  THANK YOU 

 

 Other sources of funds include: Our “Pension Day” jumble 

sales.  We always need any old clothes, linen, kitchen ware etc. for this worthy cause. Our WAG 

collection tins in the local shops. Funds received from “BookLove” who sell 2nd hand books each 

weekend.  Ad Hoc Fund Raising events. And of course  -  your generous donations 
 

Our sincere thanks to all of you for your loyal support and regular contributions.   
  

WE SIMPLY CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.  

                                          Thank you and please don’t stop giving!  
  

We are always in need of:  

• Puppy chunks     and  Dog food and Cat food       

• Dog bowls            Ice Cream containers         

• Collars                 Kennels  

• Medicines            Tick and Flea Treatment  

• … and ofcourse CASH  

THE WAG TEAM  

Janet 083 462 2729  mwjrowse@mweb.co.za       Bronwen 084 299 5382  kcbron@jenny.co.za  

Carol 083 701 4670 cranmore.lodge@gmail.com   Rene 084 406 5468 renelab@yahoo.com 
Chris 073 877 4386 cvoets@absamail.co.za 

Thanking you on behalf of the Wagging Tails in Esizameleni and Wakkerstroom,  

WAG  

mailto:cvoets@absamail.co.za

