
Dear Friends of WAG     18 June 2013 
 

BOBBY’S STORY     Newsletter 3 

 
Bobby is one of our very favourite dogs in Esizameleni.  His story touched Graham deeply 

and inspired us to finally build our kennels.   
 

We first became aware of Bobby at least a year ago.  He was tied up at the back of a 

property.  He would bark ferociously whenever we went near the fence, but we could 

never get in, or get close to him. The property was always locked and frankly we were all 

just a little scared of him.   
 

One day in desperation Bronwen simply climbed over the fence.  The situation was not 

good! Bobby had a crude half barrel kennel which he could not get into.  His furious 

barking and straining against his rope collar and chain had left it in a terrible tangle, and 

he could only move a very short distance. He remained vicious and aggressive.   Bronwen 

established from the neighbour that the owner of the house had died, but that each 

morning and evening some-one comes in to feed Bobby and give him water.  The neighbour 

helped Bronwen to track down this person who then one day met Bronwen at the 

property.  This person was able to control Bobby sufficiently to enable us to eventually 

put in a new running wire and give him a better collar.  We also gave him a brand new 

kennel with blankets, and new water and food dishes.   

 

Bobby’s neck was absolutely raw, with big open wounds from where the rope had chaffed 

against his flesh. (we did not include these photo’s as they may be distressing for 

sensitive readers) We continued to treat the wounds until they healed.  To our delight, 

and his no doubt, he soon managed to wriggle out of the new collar and was running around 

the property freely.  Turns out he is not ferocious at all!!  He is just a big softie. He was 

just SO VERY FRUSTRATED at being tied up on a very short chain, and having no 

company.  These days when we do our rounds, Bobby sees us approaching from a block 

away.  He is always so happy to see us and often gets through the fence to run down the 

road to greet us.  What a difference we made in Bobby’s life!!!  



Other news:  Sadly we have had bad month.  We have had an outbreak of Distemper and 

the losses have been devastating.  Our sterilisations came to a halt for a month or so due 

to lack of funds, but now due to a generous donation (THANK YOU), we have once again 

commenced with our programme. 

 

During winter we hand out a lot of blankets to dogs that often simply sleep on the cold 

ground.  Many don’t have shelters of any sort.  We appeal especially for any old blankets, 

duvets, towels, etc which we can use for bedding for the dogs.   

 

We are also always in need of: 

 Dog food and Cat food    

 Puppy chunks 

 Dog bowls 

 Ice cream containers 2 lt and 5 lt 

 Collars 

 Kennels 

 Medicines 

 Tick and Flea Treatment 

 … and ofcourse CASH 

 

We will collect from you (in Volksrust or Wakkerstroom) if you are unable to drop 

off.  And we can also organise a drop off point in Johannesburg if that is more 

suitable.   

 

Contact Bronwen  084 299 5382  or Janet 083 462 2729. 
 

Thanking you on behalf of the Wagging Tails in Esizameleni and Wakkerstroom, 

 

WAG 

 

For Donations the banking 

details are:  

Postbank 

Mzansi (Savings)Account 

Number: 0009 7533 797 

Branch Code : 460005 

 


